Sagas about the Icelandic holy bishops and miracle books provide examples which contribute to the image of Icelandic children and the portrayal of society's attitude towards them from a perspective different from that known from contemporary sagas or Icelandic family sagas. Researchers who study hagiographical material usually focus on the depiction of the main characters as children.
1 Those cases, however interesting, have a slightly different function than the miracle stories included in the vitae or extant as separate collections. As Barbara Hanawalt has observed, saints' childhoods were not necessarily representative of ordinary experience, and their relationships with their mothers and fathers were not the most usual.
2 All across Europe the important role played by children in the miracle material is in itself a signifi cant fact which distinguishes this category from almost all other types of medieval sources and also reveals some information about the esteem in which children were held.
3 Even though the focus on the saint's glory is still the aim of those narratives, the reader can get at least a glimpse of everyday lives of poorer families.
Not many publications have been devoted to children as benefi ciaries of the Icelandic miracle stories. The aim of the paper is to discuss the portrayal of the saintly interference in everyday lives of medieval Icelandic children and their families as depicted in the miracle stories. The issues under examination are age and gender of the benefi ciaries, nature of the cases (illnesses and accidents), means used by the intercessors (relics and other objects as well as prayers, vows and votive offerings) and the way the saints themselves intervened in particular cases. The issues of pregnancy, birth and infancy are excluded from this study as they are rather complex, and it would be outside the scope of this paper to examine all aspects of childhood. Hence, the paper focuses on children who could move around the household on their own and were not entirely dependent on adults. That, however, does not change the fact that their young age made them still very vulnerable. I would argue that each of the sources under consideration reveals authorial interest in the very concept of childhood and portrays children as human beings who were too fragile to be entirely independent and old enough to understand diffi cult situations or feel anxiety. They were old enough to help in the household but not entirely without supervision or assistance, and independent enough to keep busy, but not always able to judge the circumstances or fi nd a Bishops: Icelandic Variations on an International Theme', Collegium Medievale, 2 (1994), 155-80.
